South Coast

Air Quality Management District

21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4182
(909) 396-200@ www.agmd.gov

November 30, 2006

Mr. Andrew Webster

Rancho California Water District
42135 Winchester Road
Temecula, CA 92590

Dear Mr. Webster:

Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental | mpact Report for
Regional I ntegrated Resources Plan, Water FacilitiesMaster Plan, and Wastewater
Facilities Master Plan

The South Coast Air Quality Management District f{&IB/D) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the
above-mentioned document. The SCAQMD’s commemsenommendations regarding the analysis of patenti
air quality impacts from the proposed project gfatuld be included in the Draft Environmental Intg@eport
(EIR). Please send the SCAQMD a copy of the [EHR upon its completion. In addition, please seiittl the
Draft EIR all appendices or technical documentateel to the air quality analysis and electronisiogrs of all air
guality modeling and health risk assessment files.

Air Quality Analysis

The SCAQMD adopted its California Environmental @@yaAct (CEQA) Air Quality Handbook in 1993 to dssk
other public agencies with the preparation of agliy analyses. The SCAQMD recommends that trelLe
Agency use this Handbook as guidance when prepasitaiy quality analysis. Copies of the Handbaok
available from the SCAQMD’s Subscription ServicespBrtment by calling (909) 396-3720. Alternativehe
lead agency may wish to consider using the Califofir Resources Board (CARB) approved URBEMIS 2002
Model. This model is available on the SCAQMD Wébsit: www.agmd.gov/ceqa/models.html.

The Lead Agency should identify any potential adeeaair quality impacts that could occur from alapés of the
project and all air pollutant sources related ®phoject. Air quality impacts from both constioat(including
demolition, if any) and operations should be catad. Construction-related air quality impactsdgly include,
but are not limited to, emissions from the useesdy-duty equipment from grading, earth-loadingsanding,
paving, architectural coatings, off-road mobilerses (e.g., heavy-duty construction equipment)@ndbad
mobile sources (e.g., construction worker vehigfest material transport trips). Operation-relaa@dquality
impacts may include, but are not limited to, enaissifrom stationary sources (e.g., boilers), aoeaces (e.g.,
solvents and coatings), and vehicular trips (emr.,and off-road tailpipe emissions and entrainest)d Air quality
impacts from indirect sources, that is, sourcesdbaerate or attract vehicular trips should b&unted in the
analysis.

In addition to analyzing regional air quality impgathe SCAQMD recommends calculating localizedyality
impacts and comparing the results to localizedistgmce thresholds (LSTs). LST'’s can be usedduition to the
recommended regional significance thresholds &sansl indication of air quality impacts when prépgia
CEQA document. Therefore, when preparing the @ity analysis for the proposed project, it isamenended
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that the lead agency perform a localized signifteaanalysis by either using the LSTs developedeyStCAQMD
or performing dispersion modeling as necessaryid&hge for performing a localized air quality arsidycan be
found athttp://www.agmd.gov/cega/handbook/LST/LST.html

It is recommended that lead agencies for projemteiating or attracting vehicular trips, especibhavy-duty
diesel-fueled vehicles, perform a mobile sourcdtheesk assessment. Guidance for performing ailaaource
health risk assessment (“Health Risk Assessmerdaaae for Analyzing Cancer Risk from Mobile SouDiesel
Idling Emissions for CEQA Air Quality Analysis”) nabe found on the SCAQMD’s CEQA webpages at the
following internet addressittp://www.agmd.gov/cega/handbook/mobile toxic/nktioxic.html An analysis of
all toxic air contaminant impacts due to the decassimning or use of equipment potentially generatinch air
pollutants should also be included.

Mitigation M easures

In the event that the project generates signifieanerse air quality impacts, CEQA requires thiafiealsible
mitigation measures that go beyond what is requiselw be utilized during project construction ankration to
minimize or eliminate significant adverse air gtyalimpacts. To assist the Lead Agency with idemiij possible
mitigation measures for the project, please ref&@@hapter 11 of the SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handkdor
sample air quality mitigation measures. Additiomatigation measures can be found on the SCAQMIEQAE
webpages at the following internet addressw.agmd.gov/ceqa/handbook/mitigation/MM_intro.html
Additionally, SCAQMD’s Rule 403 — Fugitive Dust,cGthe Implementation Handbook contain numerous
measures for controlling construction-related emissthat should be considered for use as CEQAyatitn if not
otherwise required. Other measures to reduceaualityg impacts from land use projects can be founrtthe
SCAQMD’s Guidance Document for Addressing Air Qtyalssues in General Plans and Local Plannings Thi
document can be found at the following internetradsthttp://www.agmd.gov/prdas/agguide/aqguide.htinl
addition, guidance on siting incompatible land usas be found in the California Air Resources BaAdr
Quality and Land Use Handbook: A Community Perspectvhich can be found at the following interndtieess:
http://www.arb.ca.gov/ch/handbook.pdPursuant to state CEQA Guidelines §15126.4 Y@jlany impacts
resulting from mitigation measures must also beutised.

Data Sources

SCAQMD rules and relevant air quality reports aathdare available by calling the SCAQMD'’s Public
Information Center at (909) 396-2039. Much of itifermation available through the Public InformatiGenter is
also available via the SCAQMD'’s World Wide Web Hqgrage fttp://www.agmd.goy.

The SCAQMD is willing to work with the Lead Agently ensure that project-related emissions are atyra
identified, categorized, and evaluated. PleadeCtedrles Blankson, Ph.D., Air Quality SpecialiSEQA Section,
at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarthis letter.

Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.
Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
Planning, Rule Development and Area Sources
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